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Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital 
Trauma Program Coordinator 
Barbara Smith, RN, recently 
was recognized as a Hometown 
Health Hero by the state of 
Michigan for her water safety 
advocacy efforts. 

The Michigan Public Health 
Week Partnership presented her 
the award during ceremonies 
at the State Capitol in Lansing. 
State Sen. Darwin Booher, who 
represents Benzie County, was on 
hand to offer her congratulations. 
The award recognizes individuals 
and organizations across the state 
working to maintain and improve 
the health of their communities. 

“It gives us great pleasure to 
present you with this award 
for your accomplishments and 

Paul Oliver Nurse Receives Hometown  
Health Hero Award
Barbara Smith, RN, recognized by state for her water safety efforts 

dedication to your community’s 
health and well-being,” said James 
F. Koval, coordinator of Michigan 
Public Health Week Partnership. 

Smith was nominated for her 
award by Paul Oliver Memorial 
Hospital’s Lab Manager Sandi 
Honigfort. 

“Barbara is an Emergency Room 
nurse and has been involved in a 
number of cases where patients 
were rescued from the water,” 
she said. “She saw the need for 
increased education about water 
safety. So, she sought permission 
from hospital administration to 
apply for a grant to put on water 
safety classes in Benzie area 
schools.” 

The grant from the State 
Bureau of EMS, Trauma and 
Preparedness has helped 
fund education for EMS/first 
responders, and a week of water 
safety presentations to Benzie 
students in March. Funds also 
are being used to partner with 
the National Park Service for 
the Splash Into Summer Water 
Adventure Expo which was held 

on June 17, and many other 
injury prevention initiatives. 

Smith calls the award an honor, 
but points to others around her 
for their efforts as well. 

“It’s easy to be a hero when 
everyone around you is also 

a hero working on injury 
prevention,” she said. “I think 
it’s a great recognition on how 
important injury prevention is 
and I want to thank the hospital 
for allowing me to write a grant 
and spend time on the injury 
prevention initiative.” 

Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital Vision Statement - Quality in Everything We Do

With her Hometown Health Hero Award in hand, Barb Smith, RN, shakes hands 
with State Sen. Darwin Booher as Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services Director Nick Lyon looks on.

“It’s easy to be a hero 
when everyone around 
you is also a hero working 
on injury prevention.”

 – Barbara Smith, RN
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Medical Specialists Save Frankfort 
Residents Time, Miles
Seven medical specialties bring health care close to home at Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital
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Hospital President Peter Marinoff 
said it makes sense that area 
residents do not have to drive to 
find the expertise they need. 

“As part of Munson Healthcare, 
we are fortunate to have access 
to some the best medical 
specialists in the nation,” he 
said. “We think hosting them 
here provides our residents 
with great access to quality care 
and in many instances saves 
our residents the need to travel 
outside of the community.” 

Following is a list of the 
specialties, services, and local 
availability:

Cardiology 
Traverse Heart and Vascular 
cardiologist Dino Recchia, 
MD, FACC; nurse practitioner 
Edward Kraska, NP; and 
physician assistant Adam 
Leech, PA-C, offer cardiology 
services two Thursdays a month. 
Services include EKGs, medical 
evaluations, pre- and post-
evaluation for heart procedures, 
follow-up appointments for 
cardiac catheter procedures, 
and pacemaker checks. For an 
appointment, call 231-935-5800. 

Dermatology 
Associates in Dermatology 
providers Raymond Dean, MD; 
Joan Griner, MD; Jeffrey Kelly, 
DO, and physician assistant 
Amber Baker, PA-C, offer 
dermatology services from 9 
am - 3 pm on Mondays. Services 
include diagnosis and treatment 
for all types of skin cancer, skin 
conditions such as acne, rosacea, 
and psoriasis. Common medical 

conditions treated are hair loss, 
warts, leloid scars, nail fungus, 
and cysts. For an appointment, 
call 231-935-0620.

Gastroenterology 
Digestive Health Associates 
physicians of Traverse City 
hold clinics at the hospital on 
Thursdays. They perform some 
procedures at the hospital 
including upper GI endoscopy 
and colonoscopies. For an 
appointment, call 231-935-5710. 

Ophthalmology 
Martin S. Arkin, MD, of Bay Eye 
Associates in Traverse City, holds 
a clinic at Paul Oliver Memorial  
Hospital on Mondays. He 
performs evaluations and 
treatment as well as surgeries 
such as cataracts and corneal 
transplants at the hospital. For an 
appointment, call 231-935-0630. 

Orthopedics 
Orthopedic surgeon Michael 
J. Peters II, DO, of Great Lakes 

Orthopaedic Center in Traverse 
City holds clinics the first 
Wednesday of every month at the 
hospital. He offers pre- and post-
surgical visits, injections, pain 
control, and treatment of sprains, 
fractures, and strains. For an 
appointment, call 231-935-0900. 

Physical Medicine 
Karen L. Meyer, DO, of 
Northshore Rehab in Traverse 
City, offers a clinic the second 
Wednesday of every month. 
She offers electrodiagnostic 
medicine and injections. For an 
appointment, call 231-947-5071.

Podiatry 
Podiatrist David Sheldon,  
DPM, of Traverse City, offers 
a clinic every Tuesday at the 
hospital. Services include nail 
trimming, nail fungus treatment, 
diabetes shoe fitting, and minor 
surgeries. For an appointment, 
call 231-946-9122. 

Our Mission
Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital delivers access to quality health care for  
the people of the Benzie region to improve the health of the community  
in partnership with Munson Healthcare.

Our Vision
The vision of Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital is to achieve the Munson 
Healthcare system vision in the Benzie region. Working together with 
our physicians and partners, we will be connected through relationships, 
information, shared standards, and leadership that support relevance, 
efficiency, and preference. 
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