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PATIENT INSTRUCTIONS FOR MYELOGRAMS
A myelogram (my-low-gram) is an X-ray study which provides a picture of the spinal cord and is
completed by a radiologist. The contrast dye will be injected with a thin needle into the fluid filled sac
which covers the spinal cord. The radiologist will also use a CT scan when doing a myelogram. This
test will help your doctor determine what is wrong with the structures in your back.
The test takes about one (1) hour and you will be required to stay in our observation area for four (4)
hours after the test.
•

You may bring items you want to use while you are here. There will be a television in your
room.

•

Bring medications that you normally take every day.

•

You must have a licensed, responsible driver to drive you home when you are discharged
from the hospital. You will not be able to drive yourself home, take public transportation or
be transported in a taxi.

I. BEFORE YOUR MYELOGRAM
A Radiology nurse will call you to discuss the procedure.
Contact your primary doctor if you are pregnant or think that you might be. Radiation exposure may
cause problems for your baby.
Tell your primary doctor if you are breast feeding.
There is a risk of allergic reactions to contrast dye. Be sure to let your primary doctor know if you
have had any contrast reactions in the past.
Let your primary doctor know if you have kidney problems.
Be sure your doctor has a list of all your medications (prescribed and over-the-counter) and all
herbs vitamins, and supplements you are taking. If you are taking any of the medications on Page 3,
please discuss pre-procedure dosing with your primary doctor.
Because contrast dye is injected into the cerebrospinal fluid, which surrounds the brain, there is a
small risk of seizures after the injection. Some medications place you at greater risk for seizures and
you may be asked to stop taking these for forty-eight (48) hours before and twenty-four (24) hours
after your myelogram. Make sure the doctor who ordered the myelogram provides you with a
list of these medications and gives you instructions for pre and post procedure dosing. See
the attached list.
Tell your doctor if you have a bleeding disorder or are taking blood thinner medications, aspirin or
other medications that affect blood clotting. You may need to stop these medications before the
procedures. Please talk to the doctor who prescribes the blood thinners for you. See the
medications listed under the “Blood Thinner” section in the attached list. DO NOT STOP TAKING
BLOOD THINNERS WITHOUT CONSULTING WITH THE DOCTOR WHO PRESCRIBES THESE
MEDICATIONS.
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II. THE MORNING OF YOUR MYELOGRAM
1. You may eat a light breakfast.
2. Shower or bathe before coming to the hospital.
3. Check in at the registration area in the main lobby at the hospital thirty (30) minutes before
your scheduled procedure time.
4. Bring a current and complete list of all your medications (including prescribed medications,
vitamins, herbal products, supplements and over-the-counter medications.)
5. Bring a list of your medication allergies and / or sensitivities.
6. Please leave all valuables at home. We are not responsible for lost or stolen items that are not
necessary for your treatment.
Before your procedures you will be asked to change into a patient gown. The radiologist will explain
the procedure to you including its potential risks and complications. You will have an opportunity to
have all your questions answered. You will be asked to sign a consent. Bring your reading glasses, if
necessary.
III. DURING YOUR MYELOGRAM
You will lie on your stomach with a pillow under it. Your lower back will be washed with a cool sterile
soap solution. The doctor will numb only the area in your back where the needle will be inserted.
You may feel some burning, stinging, or pressure. The medication will not numb your legs or other
parts of your body.
You must remain still during this procedure. A thin hollow needle is inserted into the spinal canal. The
X-ray table may be moved at this time. Contrast dye will be injected into the spinal canal through the
hollow needle. You may feel stinging, burning sensation, heaviness, or pressure. These will subside.
Let the doctor know if you feel pain. The doctor will position you in several different positions in order
to allow the dye to settle in the nerve roots that need to be examined. Your body will be supported so
you should not fear sliding off the table. You will have a CT scan following your myelogram.
IV. AFTER THE PROCEDURE
You will be taken to the recovery area on a stretcher. You will be assisted to a lounge chair for the
remainder of the recovery.
1. You will be allowed to do quiet activities such as watching TV, playing cards or reading.
2. You will be assisted to the bathroom, if needed.
3. You may experience increased pain or a headache after your myelogram. These symptoms will
go away as you get rid of the dye in your system.
4. You will be provided with a light meal during your recovery.
5. You will be encouraged to drink lots of fluids.
6. Plan on being in the recovery area for four (4) hours.
7. You will be given additional discharge instructions prior to going home.
8. Upon discharge you must have be transported home by a licensed, responsible driver. You are
not able to drive yourself or to take a taxi or public transportation.
V. RECOVERY AT HOME
1. Do not go to work the day after your myelogram.
2. After one day of inactivity, you may resume your usual activities.
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MYELOGRAM MEDICATION SHEET
PLEASE DISCUSS PRE AND POST PROCEDURE DOSING WITH YOUR PHYSICIAN.
IF APPROVED, STOP TAKING THE FOLLOWING MEDICATIONS (EXCEPT ANTICOAGULANTS)
48 HOURS BEFORE MYELOGRAM, RESTART 24 HOURS AFTER

ANTIDEPRESSANTS
amitriptyline (Elavil)
amoxapine (Asendin)
bupropion (Wellbutrin, Zyban)
buspirone (Buspar)
chlordiazepoxide/amitriptyline (Limbitrol)
citalopram (Celexa)
clomipramine (Anafranil)
desipramine ((Norpramin)
desvenlafaxine (Pristiq)
doxepine (Adapin, Sinequan)
duloxetine (Cymbalta)
escitalopram (Lexapro)
fluoxetine (Prozac, Sarafem)
fluvoxamine (Luvox)
imipramine (Tofranil)
Isocarboxazid (Marplan)
levomilnacipran (Fetzima)
maprotiline (Ludiomil)
milnacipran (Savella)
mirtazapine (Remeron)
nefazadone (Serzone)
nortriptyline (Pamelor)
paroxetine (Paxil)
phenelzine (Nardil)
protriptyline (Vivactil)
selegiline (Emsam)
sertraline (Zoloft)
tranylcypromine (Parnate)
trazodone (Desyrel)
trimipramine (Surmontil)
venlafaxine (Effexor)
vilazodone (Viibryd)
vortioxetine (Brintellix)

PAIN MEDICATIONS
AND MUSCLE RELAXANTS
cyclobenzaprine (Flexeril)
meperidine (Demerol)
tizanidine (Zanaflex)
tramadol (Ultram / Ultracet)

MAJOR TRANQUILIZERS /
ANTINAUSEA DRUGS
acetophenazine (Tindal)
aripiprazole (Abilify)
asenapine (Saphris)
brexpiprazole (Rexulti)
chlorpromazine (Thorazine)
clozapine (Clozaril)
droperidol (Inapsine)
fluphenazine (Prolixin)
haloperidol (Haldol)
iloperidone (Fanapt)
lithium (Eskalith, Lithobid)
loxapine (Loxitane)
lurasidone (Latuda)
molindone (Moban)
olanzapine (Zyprexa)
olanzapine / fluoxetine (Symbyax)
paliperidone (Invega)
perphenazine (Trilafon)
pimozide (Orap)
prochlorperazine (Compazine)
promazine (Sparine)
promethazine (Phenergan)
quetiapine (Seroquel)
risperidone (Risperdal)
thioridazine (Mellaril)
thiothixine (Navane)
trifluoperazine (Stelazine)
triflupromazine (Vesprin)
trimethobenzamide (Tigan)
ziprasidone (Geodon)
ANTIBIOTICS
carbapenams
cephalosporins
fluoroquinolones
metronisazole
penicillins

ANALEPTIC /
Anorexiants
amphetamine mixtures (Adderall)
atomoxetine (Strattera)
benzphetamine (Didrex)
cocaine
dexmethylphenidate (Focalin)
dextroamphetamine (Dexedrine)
diethylprophm (Tenaute)
doxapram (Dopram)
ecstasy
lisdexamfetamine
methamphetamine (Desoxyn)
methylphenidate (Ritalin, Concerta)
modafinil (Provigil)
phencyclidine
phendimetrazine (Bontril)
phentermine (Adipenx-P, Ionamin)

ANTICOAGULANTS
(BLOOD THINNERS)
AND ANTIBIOTICS
Pre Procedure Dosing Instructions from
Ordering Provider

Abciximab (ReoPro)
Apixaban (Eliquis)
Argatroban
Bivalirudin (Angiomax)
Clopidogrel (Plavix)
Dabigatran (Pradaxa)
Dalteparin (Fragmin)
Enoxaparin (Lovenox)
Eptifibatide (Integrilin)
Fondaparinux (Arixta)
Lepirudin (Refludan)
Low Molecular Heparin (Enoxaparin, Fragmin)
Prasugrel (Effient)
Rivaroxaban (Xarelto)
Ticagrelor (Brilinta)
Ticlodipine (Ticlid)
Tirofiban (Aggrastat)
Unfractionated Heparin (Heparin)
Warfin (Coumadin)

NOTE: This list may not be inclusive. Check with your prescribing physician if you have questions.
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